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870, gave a great bell to the church of that abbey, which he named Guthlac; and afterwards six others, viz : two which he called Bartholomew and Betelin, two called Turkettul and Tatwin, and two named Peg a and ~Bega3 all which rang together ; the same author says, JVbn erat tune tanta consonantia campanarum in laid Anglid. Not long after, Kinseus, Archbishop of York, gave two great bells to the Church of St. John at Beverley, and at the same time provided that other churches in his diocese should be furnished with bells. Mention is made by St. Aldhem, and William of Malmesburv, of bells given by St. Dunstan to churches in the West. The number of bells in every church gave occasion to the curious and singular piece of architecture in the campanile or bell tower: an addition, which is more susceptible of the grander beauties of architecture than any other part of the edifice, and is generally therefore the principal or rudiment of it. It was the constant appendage to every parish church of the Saxons, and is actually mentioned as such in the laws of Athelstan. The Greek Christians are usually said to have been unacquainted with bells till the ninth century, when their construction was first taught them by a Venetian. But it is not true that the use of bells was entirely unknown in the ancient Eastern Churches, and that they called the people to church, as at present, with wooden mallets. Leo Allatius, in his dissertation on the Greek temples, proves the contrary from several ancient writers. He says bells first began to be disused among them after the taking of Constantinople by the Turks; who, it seems, prohibited them, lest their sound should disturb the repose of the souls which according to them wander in the air. The following are the regulations of the Church of England on the subject of bells: by a constitution of Archbishop Winchelsea, the parishioners shall find, at their own expense, bells with ropes.
Canon 88. The churchwardens or questmen, and their assistants, shall not suffer the bells to be rung superstiti-ously, upon holy days or eves abrogated by the Book of Common Prayer, nor at any other times, without good cause to be allowed by the minister of the place, and by themselves.